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Baptism of the Lord

Welcome to Worship!
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD OF GOD
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
PRELUDE

Prepare the Way, O Zion!

Swedish Melody

*CALL TO WORSHIP
from Isaiah 43:1-4
One: God says: “I have called you by name; you are mine.”
All: We have come to worship the one who claims us.
One: God says: “You are precious in my eyes, you are
honored and I love you.”
All: We have come to worship the one who loves us.
One: God says: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.”
All: We have come to worship the Lord our God.
*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God whose spirit moved over the waters, you have washed us
in your mercy, claimed us as your own, bound us in
community, and called us to lives of baptismal grace. Forgive
us, O God, for we have not lived as if we were your baptized
people. We stumble over opportunities for forgiveness. We
prioritize our own selfish interests. We ignore our neighbors’
suffering. Forgive us, O God, and by your forgiveness, lead
us back to your waters of transformation. Amen. (Silent
Confession.)
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: As a voice from heaven said to Jesus, so in Christ, God
speaks to us: “You are my child, my beloved, with you I
am well pleased.” Know the good news; we are
forgiven.
All: Thanks be to God.
*GLORIA PATRI (Instrumental)

Albert Junos Holden

THE HEARING OF THE WORD OF GOD
CHILDREN’S SERMON
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

BEREDEN VÄG
FÖR HERRAN
is a joyful, stately
16th-century tune
accompanying an
Advent text
which has been
used in the
Church of
Sweden for
almost 200 years.
A short refrain
concludes each
stanza: "O blest
is He that came
in God the
Father's name!"

SCRIPTURE READING
Genesis 1:1-5 NRSV
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while
a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said,
“Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called
the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, the first day.
One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SCRIPTURE READING
Mark 1:1-11 NRSV
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it
is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out
in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,’” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water,
he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on
him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”
One: The Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.

This Sunday
marks the
beginning of nonseasonal time on
the church
calendar. The
Revised Common
Lectionary which
offers a 3 year
cycle of biblical
texts for
preachers is now
in year B and the
gospel readings
will focus on the
gospel of Mark.
This is a great
time to read
through the entire
book of Mark as
a devotion or
search youtube
for one of the
dramatic readings
of this shortest
gospel.

SERMON

Who Are You?
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERTORY

A Morning Song

Marty Parks

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Everlasting Power and Glory

Lani Smith

Contemporary
composer Marty
Parks has based A
Morning Song on
the Gaelic tune
BUNESSAN,
which
accompanies the
hymn Baptized in
Water. The wellknown tune is also
associated with the
hymns Morning
Has Broken, Child
in the Manger,
and Praise and
Thanksgiving.

